CYNTHIA STEEVES INTERVIEWING MR. DOUG WRIGHT, BROTHER TO BILL WRIGHT, AND HE IS GOING TO TELL ME A BIT ABOUT ROTHESAY’S HISTORY – DATE: AUGUST 21, 1989

I do have your permission to do this tape do I Mr. Wright? 

Yes, you have my permission.  Ok. 


Now, tell me a little bit about what you were just saying about your dad and what went on there? 

Well I worked with him for 10 years when the war broke out and was away for six years then. 

Ok.  Now, you were involved with the church weren’t you? 

I’ll get to that in a minute. 

Oh..ok. 

What year was it? 53.  So I had a stroke when I was 48 years old so I’m completely paralyzed on one side and even my face felt like it was frozen on one side and I used to do a lot of work for the church, straighten the pews and stuff like that.  One day the guy quit and Mr. Ellis said would you like the job?  I said I don’t know.  Well would you try it?  I said, I’ll try it for three months and I tried it for three months and stayed with it for 20 years.  

Did your father have cows on the common? 

Yes. 

What years did he have the cows in the common?

I could tell you when he did I was 13, that’s 60 years ago. 


Do you mind me asking what year you were born? 

Me?  No.  I was born in 1913.  I was 17 when he sold the cows.  My brother, Bill is one of them, and the other ones were older and they got out working and they wouldn’t look at the cows or nothing so he killed them.  

Oh dear.  How has Rothesay changed in your memories?  What’s changed?  What’s happened to Rothesay?  

Not a hell of a lot, as far as Rothesay goes itself.  It’s built up a little up there where Bill Kilpatrick and up that part, it’s built up across from the school but Rothesay itself hasn’t changed much. 

Well, what about, did you ever play golf or tennis? 

No. 

What did you do when you were younger for entertainment. 

Oh, we went down to Sandy Beach. 

Did you swim after church on Sundays? 

No.  You said when I was a kid. 


Yeah, when you were a kid.  Did you go swimming after church? 

Church didn’t mean that much if you went swimming before or after didn’t make any difference.  You know where Sandy Beach is? 

Mhmm. 

There were no houses when we were kids.  We just lived above it you see.   We’d get in the truck and run down.  That’s where we spent most of our time was down at the beach in the summertime.  

What did you do in the winter? 

We went down fishing.  

What did you fish?  What did you catch?  What size fish? 

Smelt. 


How much? 

How much?  Oh probably 10 pounds a day. 


Really? 

I was good at it.  

You were.  That’s good.  And, did you ever go skating? 

Oh, we always skated on the river. 

Where did you skate to? 

Oh down, around down, it’s a long skate around the island.

Pretty exhausting, wouldn’t it be? 

Oh, we never thought we’d get exhausted.  I never thought I’d get exhausted until I took the stroke.  I never got tired.  

I see.  Ok.  Well, I have a list of questions.  1927, what about that? 

My dad got rid of the cows on the common.  It belonged to Ms. Robertson, you know where they used to live? 

No. Tell me where they used to live.  I know about them but I don’t know where.  

They live above the house, that big house above the, she sold it now but in back, she owned right down to the corner and she sold to Mrs. Starr.  She sold that part to her back in 19 I don’t know, 37 years ago, the day Billy was born.   

So you’re younger than your brother? 

Oh yes, he thinks I’m a kid.  He annoys me to tell you the truth.  

To fish haik you did what? 

100 feet of water to fish haik. 

Why was that? 

Well, they’re a deep water fish, like a cod fish.  I had a shack out there, a fishing shack, on the river. 


How many years was the shack out there? 

Well, when I first put it out I suppose 1932.  In ’39 the war broke out and my brother-in-law, I lived in Torryburn then, my wife belonged to Torryburn.  Do you know where Torryburn is? 

No, were is Torryburn? 

It’s about 4 miles from here just the other side of Renforth.  I had a shack there. 

Tell me about the train wrecks that you saw a few years back?  What type of big train wrecks did you have?  

We had three of them.  

What were they? 

I don’t remember the first one, it was way back in my father’s time.  Travel train, when was it ’36 was it?  ’33.  It was down in front of the house, I don’t know.  Just at Rothesay Park, first house just across the park and we watched the train go by and you couldn’t count the cars it was going so fast.  Then all of a sudden the wires just went down in front of us and it was a crash.  

That must have been scary? 

Scary cause it was further down but not very far, just 100 yards or so.   It was quite a bit wreck that time.  Then there was another one in 1936 I think it was. 

Yes.  And what was it about? 

Same place.  6:00 in the morning, Sunday morning.  I don’t know how many cars came off there.  There were 22 I think that went off the first one and I think pretty near the same the next one.    Father used to work for the railroad years and years ago.  He was Station Master there for 10 years in Rothesay Station.  That was Ding Peters’ time, I don’t know if you heard about him or not. 

Tell me what you know about Ding Peters?  

Not too much because I was quite young to remember.   He was the Station Master for years in Rothesay and he wore red britches. 

Did he?  He must have been quite a character.  


Oh, we’ve got a lot of characters in Rothesay. 

You do?  Who were some of those? 

Oh, I couldn’t tell you that.  There was one, Ms. Purdy.  You ever heard tell of her? 

I’ve heard of her. 

Well, I did work for her for years. 


What was she like? 

She had a mind of her own, there was no question.  She lived in one of Jimmy Henderson’s houses next to Oland’s.  Ellis lives there now, Jim Ellis. She was quite a character but she thought there was no one like me, there was no question about it.  She wouldn’t have anybody else around her once she bought the house.  Muriel Henderson sold all the houses. 

Muriel Henderson? Joseph Henderson? 

Yeah, this is one of the first houses he built.  When he came to sell it, he said I’ll buy it from Muriel, they were great friends, so he bought it.  Called me up the next day to do the work for her.  I used to do work for her before that but. 

How many cows would have been on the common? 
Three was all we had. 

And how many did he have? 


Two or three. 

So there weren’t many, only a few? 

No, he was a great friend to Ms. Robertson too you see.  His mother was nurse mate to them for 18 years.   They were quite the characters.  They were short of people but they thought the world of me though.  

That’s nice.  

Big house too, 80 some feet long.  

Do you remember Jeff Kierstead’s blacksmith shop? 

Yep. 


Tell me about it. 


Well, I can’t tell you much.  When was it? 

I don’t know when it was torn down or when it was built.  When was it torn down, do you remember what year? 

No, it must be back in the 20’s or something.  Must have been in the 20’s.  I remember old Jeff.  We used to sell milk and we’d deliver milk to him at night and he’d get a pint every night.  My sister and I would take it down to him and Wilbur Kilpatrick lived next door.  

You don’t remember the date that it was torn down? 

No.  Probably some time in the ‘20’s.  

Ok.  What was your first car like?   Your first automobile? 

What do you mean? 

Your car, was it like a model-T Ford? 


No.  My dad had a model-T Ford? 

Did he?  What years did he have that in? 

I don’t know. 

Don’t remember?  How old would you have been when he had it? 

Oh, I was 15 or so I suppose.  

And did it crank up? 

No, it had a starter on it.  But it was put in afterward.   The first one I had was a model-A Ford. 

And when did you buy yours? 

Oh that was after I was married after the war. 

How old were you? 

30 or so.  

Do you remember Dr. Peters? 

Very well.  I worked for him. 

Did you work for Dr. Peters?  What did you do? 

Cabinet work or painting or anything. 

What was he like? 

He was very nice.  Very quiet.  I thought he was quiet in a way.  He was another one of those customers that I could do anything.  Then I took a stroke, it was just around the corner from that I took a stroke, 1953 or sometime.  Jim Donville owned the house, he still lives there in the summer time.  His aunt left it to him.  I made a box for him to send an outboard motor back, he lived in Montreal then.  He wanted to put in a partition, he wanted a partition for  a gas tank and different things and away I went.  I said do you mind, I don’t know what’s going to happen, I’m awful dizzy.  And he said I’ll go get you something.  

Who’s this?  Dr. Peters? 

No Jim Donville.  He’s on the lane.  He said I’ll get you something.  He gave me a cigarette and then he said I’ll go get you a drink.  He’s the kind of person who brought a big case of 40 oz down every time he’d come, he was kind of an alcoholic, still in the family, but he brought me a tumbler and set down the tumbler about three-quarters full of whisky and said drank that.  I drank it and brought me back a minute.  Then he said what can I do?  I said go get Dr. Peters, he’s around the corner.  So he went and got Dr. Peters.  He said Doug you had a stroke.  I’ll call Madelyn to take you in.  So he did and I gave Dr. Rogers a call at the same time.  Dr. Rogers was there waiting for me at the hospital.  So, I told him I don’t drink but Jim Donville gave me the whisky and he Dr. Rogers said you can thank that man for saving your life, if you were dying it wouldn’t have done you a damn bit of good but where you didn’t drink, he said it started the blood going in another direction.  I had a brain hemorrhage is what I had.

So Jim Donville, by giving you that drink, saved your life? 

That’s what the doctor said, yes. 

Isn’t that good of him?  That’s interesting.  Do you remember the first fire engine? 

Yes. 

What was it like?  When did they get it?  What years? 

I don’t know, ’28.  They still have one down there like it.  


What kind was it? 

Red. 


What was it like? 


Well, it had two tanks on it.  You dumped the soda and the acid in it and that started everything going.  I remember the time the church burned in 1927, the church caught fire, it was struck by lightening.  They used that tank to save it.  My brother probably told you about that.  

Yes, he mentioned it. 


He was the biggest daredevil in the country too.  But they say that the people looking after it said you couldn’t get it up high enough and Reggie Fairweather said go ahead and try her.  If you blow it up, I’ll buy you a new one.  Reggie Fairweather, that’s Mrs. Boyne’s father you see.  They say it got up 160 feet in the air you know. 
