
 

Kennebecasis Public Library – Book Club Program 

Librarian: Madaline Boutilier 

Email: Madaline.boutilier@gnb.ca Phone: (506) 849-5314 and ask for her. 

Please let Kirstin know which book(s) are selected so she can contact Madaline 

to reserve the book(s) the club wants to read next. 

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday, March 27, at 1:30PM 

Tin Man, Sarah Winman 

About the Author: Sarah Winman is the author of three previous novels, Tin Man, 

A Year of Marvelous Ways, and When God Was a Rabbit. She grew up in Essex and 

now lives in London. She attended the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art 

and went on to act in theatre, film, and television. 

 

A) Here are discussion questions to help kick-off discussion. Members can take 

turns reading the question aloud.  

1. Tin Man is narrated by both Michael and Ellis, each in a different section. What 

was this reading experience like? Whose story is this? 

2. The female characters in the novel are pivotal in Michael’s and Ellis’s lives—we 

see this through Dora and her kindness to Michael, Mabel taking in Ellis, and 

then Annie taking on Michael as almost an integral part of her relationship with 

Ellis. In what ways do these three women underpin Michael’s and Ellis’s lives, 

and their relationship? 

3. What do you think the title, Tin Man, refers to? Discuss its possible meanings. 

4. Discuss the use of the colour yellow throughout the story, taking a close look at 

the van Gogh painting that features in the book. 

5. How is Michael and Ellis’s relationship affected by the time and place they live 

in? Consider their childhood in Oxford, their summer in France, and their adult 

lives after Michael returns. 

6. Discuss the different ways that grief and mourning are portrayed in Tin Man. 

Think about the reactions of Ellis, his father, and Michael after losing someone 

they love. 

7. Ellis and Michael each describe their summer together in France in 1969. 

Discuss this pivotal time period and its impact on the characters, as well as your 

experience reading about it from two different points of view. 
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8. How does Annie connect with both Ellis and Michael? How did you see her role 

in the trio? 

9. What do you imagine happens to Ellis after the close of the book? What kind of 

life do you hope he lives? 

10. Do you think Tin Man is ultimately a sad story? A hopeful one? How did you 

feel after reaching the end of the novel? 

B) Book questions and discussion from Book Club Members. 

C) Discussion and choosing of the next book to read (by popular vote).  

March: The Island of Missing Trees, by Elif Shafak 

December Book (missed due to strike): February, by Lisa Moore 


