
 

Kennebecasis Public Library – Book Club Program 

Librarian: Madaline Boutilier 

Email: Madaline.boutilier@gnb.ca Phone: (506) 849-5314 and ask for her. 

Please let Kirstin know which book(s) are selected so she can contact Madaline 

to reserve the book(s) the club wants to read next. 

Date of next meeting: Thursday, June 27, at 1:30PM 

The Chilbury Ladies' Choir, by Jennifer Ryan 

About the Author: Jennifer Ryan is the author of National Bestseller THE 

CHILBURY LADIES' CHOIR, THE SPIES OF SHILLING LANE, THE KITCHEN 

FRONT, THE WEDDING DRESS SEWING CIRCLE, AND THE UNDERGROUND 

LIBRARY. Her writing has featured in Literary Hub, Moms Don’t Have Time to 

Write, The Daily Mail, The Irish Times, The Express, BBC Online, YOU Magazine, 

The Simple Things Magazine, and Good Reading Magazine. Previously a book 

editor with The Economist, DK, and the BBC, she moved from London to 

Washington, DC after marrying, and she now lives in Northern Virginia with her 

husband and two children. Her novels are inspired by her grandmother's tales of 

the war in Britain. 

 

A) Here are 14 discussion questions to help kick-off discussion. Members can 

take turns reading the question aloud.  

1. What is the main theme of the book? Which of the characters is most changed 

through the course of the book? 
 

2. Which character do you like most? Why? Which character do you like most? 

Why? 
 

3. Which character do you most relate to? Why? 
 

4. What was the funniest moment of the book? Why do you think it was funny? 
 

5. Do you think that Mrs. Tilling made the right choice to help Carrington, even 

though it would have been illegal for her not to have handed him over to the 

police? A great deal has happened since the Second World War in this regard. 

What does that say about the society and culture in which we live? 
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6. In what way does Venetia alter through the course of the book? What are the 

biggest moments of change for her? 
 

7. Why doesn’t Mrs. Tilling hand Miss Paltry over to the police? Why is she being 

nice to her? 
 

8. What does it say about the way her character has changed over the course of 

the book? Would you have handed her in? 
 

9. Are there any recurrent symbols throughout the book? Why do you think they 

were chosen? 
 

10. Are there any allusions to other books hidden throughout? What are they, and 

why are they relevant? 
 

11. Did you feel for Venetia’s dilemma after Slater left? In what ways have times 

would her choice have been easier today? Why do you think that is? 
 

12. Tragically, we already know what will probably happen to Silvie’s parents, even 

though none of the characters do at this point. How does that affect you when 

reading the book? 
 

13. What impact did the war have on women, work, and society? How do you think 

women’s equality has progressed since the Second World War? 
 

14. And now, a show of hands: did you shed a few tears while reading Chilbury? Be 

honest now, there are some sad and very moving parts. Which did you find most 

heartrending, and why? 

B) Book questions and discussion from Book Club Members. 

C) Discussion and choosing of the next book to read (by popular vote).  

June Book: Go as a River, by Shelley Read 

July Book: ? 


