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MEMORANDUM
TO : Mayor and Council
FROM : Town Clerk Mary Jane Banks
DATE : 3 January 2024
RE : Recreation Master Plan presentation

RECOMMENDATION:

Council schedule a special public meeting for Monday, January 15, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.
(immediately preceding a public hearing) for a presentation of the draft Recreation Master
Plan.

A draft copy of the Recreation Master Plan is attached for your review.

Mary Jane Banks, BComm
Town Clerk
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1.0 ARECREATION
MASTER PLAN FOR

ROTHESAY
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BIG IDEAS FOR RECREATION FACILITIES

4,

Build a central intergenerational
recreation hub with arena anc
multi-purpose spaces.

Consider a new facility with ice, a

pcol, a walking track, courts, food,

el

Upgrade the arena, including
bleachers, change rooms, and
maintenance.
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Cenvert the existing arena into a
field house.

Explore a multi-purpose field
house for basketball, volleyball,
indoor turf to replace less
accessible school facilities,

Develop splash pads at Wells,
Eriskay, and the Cormmon,

Install permanent washroom/

change rooms at Renforth Beach.

Consider a multi-purpose facility
near Renforth Wharf,

Enhance the bhall field at Wells with
lighting, scoreboard, food, and
press box.

. Consider indoor tennis and

picklebali at Wells.

Resurface courts at Wells and the
Common.

Explore adding a playground,
volleyball, scccer, or basketball at
East Riverside-Kingshurst Park.

Install lighting and additional
washrooms at Arthur Miller Fields.

. Consider lighting on Welis trails.

Increase playgrounds in Wells area
neighbourhoods.

Evaluate options for upgrading the
Wells field to turf.

Evaluate lighting options for
pickleball courts.

Explore adding a centrally-located
theatre.




19. Implement more off-road bike

trails.

. Develop additional walking and
hiking trails.

. Install more pickleball courts, both
indoor and outdoor.

. Add fitness equipment along the
trails.

. Consider a bike lane or gravel trail
along the waterfront.

. Improve boat launch and beach at
K-Park.

. Increase the number of basketball
courts at the Common.

. Explore mountain bike trails and a
pump track at Wells.

. Previde opportunities for off-leash
dog hiking.

. Install tetherball at the K-Park

playground.

S

BIG IDEAS FOR ACTIVE LIVING

sl

Increase the number of beginner-
level programs such as pickleball.

Establish an ocutdoor gym at the
Common.

. Develop maore bike trails, including

mountain biking routes connecting
Welis to Shady Grove.

. Expand the cross-country trail

network, including wider trails
grocomed for skate skiing and
classic skiing.

. Create walkable or bikeable

community playgrounds.

. Implement beginner classes, such

as yoga, Pilates, photography,
woocdworking.

. Explore a "rails to trails"

opportunity like Fredericton.

. Expand indogr activities in spring,

fali, and especially winter, including
walking tracks, fitness classes,
squash, pickleball, and tennis.

. Maintain some trails tor winter

aCCess.,

. Expand programming at the

Common.

. Improve access to the river for

paddle sports.

. Provide fitness classes outside

regular work hours.

. Install more walking trails with

signage.

. Remove ice buildup from

sidewalks.

. Offer options within the

community, such as swimming
lessons for those who can't trave
to Saint John,

. Install multi-use courts at

playgrounds.

. Create more neighbourhocd parks

with diverse amenities beyond
swings and slides.

COMNSULTATION AND CONCEPTS




Provide adventure play features . Install additional benches along
like zip lines, sliding hiils, and walking routes.

splash pads.
> > Improve shoulders an roads

Ensure family-friendly amenities at without sidewalks.

recreational iocations to encourage ' W, : ‘
Prioritize and increase public

longer stays. :
5 2 access to the river,
Censider fitness and weight
training classes designed for

individuals aged 50+,

Make Rothesay a walkable
destination.

Instatl additional ladders at end of
Renforth Beach Wharf.

Design safe spaces for children to
play, away from traffic.

Provide gym access for drop-in
sports, community intramural
leagues, co-ed sports, etc.

Collaborate with neighbouring
communities to improve the trail
network.

Enhance watking access to
businesses on Hampton Road.

Coordinate event dates with
Quispamsis to provide residents
with more options.

| ROTHESAY RECREATION MASTER PLAN




BIG IDEAS FOR ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

59. Add a multi-purpose pathway into

60.

K-Park.

Collaborate with neighbouring
communities to complete an
off-road multi-use trail from
Quispamsis to Saint John.

. Consider paving some bike trails.
. Implement off-road bike trails.
. Build more mutti-use trails.

. Develop a ‘Share the Road’

education pian, including road
safety and signage.

. Explore a walking bridge

connecting the traii at the end of
Dobson Lane to Monaco Drive.

2Develop groomed trails connecting
to the Quispamsis trail system.

. Develop neighbourhood

connections with multi-use
pathways to avoid busy streets.

68.

Improve bike lanes, particularly on
Rothesay Road.

. Consider paving Hillside Trail.

. Develop a paved multi-use

path connecting East Riverside-
Kingshurst Park, and Renforth
Park.

. Connect Wells through an access

point closer to Marr. Road/Fire
Station/Hiliside.

. Imptement regular road sweeping

for cyclists.

. Consider protected, separated,

accessible muiti-use paths on main
roads.

. Install bike lanes and shoulders on

Mitlennium Drive.

. Develop, implement, and promote

a comprehensive trail system
connecting neighbourhoods and
Town armenities.

76. Expand the active transportation

network to encourage walking
and biking as easy choices for
transportation.

. Install more sidewalks and

signalized crosswalks, including
one at Town Hall and Arthur Miller
Fields.

. Improve and add dedicated bike

lanes throughout Rothesay.

. Ensure active transportation

network links to recreation
destinations.

. Look to successful active

transpartation networks, like
Montreal, for inspiration to make
biking and walking safer and more
accessible.

. Strive to create safer bike lanes,

free of obstacles, and improve
education about sharing the road.

CONSULTATION AND CONCEPTS




. Consider traffic-calming measures

on busy roads to make walking and
cycling safer and more enjoyable.

Explore the concept of a multi-use
pathway along the exterior loop of
K-Park.

84. improve recreation options in

neighbourhoeds tec reduce the
need for driving.

. Consider a traffic circle at Rothesay

and Hampton roads to improve
access to the Common.

86. Prioritize interconnectivity of
sidewalks and bike paths.

BIG IDEAS FOR CONNECTING PEOPLE AND NATURE

37.

88.

Recognize the river as our biggest
recreational asset.

Develop land-based learning
opportunities and encourage more
connections to nature.

. Consider school-based nature

immersion like food forests,
community gardens, and cutdcor
survival.

Develop a program for
orienteering.

Consider options to fill the void if
Spygiass Hill becomes inaccessible.
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. Work with local landowners and

RNS to preserve access to Spyglass
Hill.

Improve access to nature through
more naturalized trails, wild
spaces, and increased access to
the river.

Increase public access to the river
for non-motorized watercraft,

Increase sustainable nature-based
recreation oppertunities,

. Provide water guality monitoring

and reporting for beaches.

97. Program maore outdoor art
activities and teisure classes.




BIG IDEAS FOR INCLUSION AND ACCESS

98.

99.

Implement a sports equipment
lending library.

Improve access times for
recreational facilities.

.Provide cptians for parasport

activities.

.Reduce waiting lists for gymnastics
and girls' softoall.

.Ensure facilities and programs are

accessible.

.Ensure recreation is affordable,

accessible, and safe for all,

.Ensure timely event advertising for

better planning.

.Consider accessible bowling.

.Prioritize ice time for figure

skating.

Amprove communications about

programs and events.

.Improve hours at the KV Library;

offer programming on days when
school is closed.

109, Create a central location far
accessing information about
available recreation programs,
facilities, schedules, organized
leagues, and drop-ins.

110. Increase the number of free or
iow-cost events.

111.Improve accessibility on trails.

112.Ensure Rothesay addresses
gender-equitable access to

recreation facilities and programs.

113.Improve access Lo social and
recreational oppertunities for
those with physical maobility
challenges.

114, Reduce the cost of accessing
indoor building spaces.

115. Make recreation facilities more
muiti-generational and inclusive.

116. Repair accessible entrance at the
arena.

117.Provide local transpaortaticn
opticns for those without a car.

118. Implement a facility access policy
that addresses gender-equitable
participation and opportunities for
new activities.

119. Provide a space far Oasis to use.

120.Provide an informative welcome
package for newcamers,

121.Improve scheduling so those
waorking or at school during the
day can participate.

122.Increase access Lo programiming
suitable for special care home
residents.

123 Ensure recreation spaces and
programming are inclusive and
welcoming for newcomers.

124, Expand HIVE space and
programming so more people can
participate.

125. Ensure recreation is affordable,
accessible and safe for all.

126. Encourage Indigenous teachings
from Elders.

CONSULTATION AND COMCEPTS




BIG IDEAS FOR RECREATION CAPACITY

127.Focus on improving existing
facilities.

128.Collaborate with neighbouring
facilities to increase capacity (i.e.
gplex, Irving Field House).

129.Create flexible, multi-use spaces.

130.Foster a strong network of
volunteers.

131.Promote community involvement
opportunities.

132.Consider maintaining/investing in
schoo! playgrounds as community
assets.

133.Harness the shoulder season with
lighted fields for fall sports.

134.Develop ways to use the Common
to its full potential during the
winter.

135.Work with schools to provide
better access to their facilities.

136.Ensure all neighbourhoods have
recreational opportunities.

ROTHESAY RECREATION MASTER PLAN

137.Ensure recreation investments
reflect our expanding community.

138.Consider a right-sized, thoughtfully
programmed, multi-use recreation
centre where the whole family can
participate in muitiple activities at
the same time.

139. Attract young familles by timely
development of recreation
facilities.

140.Harness local groups willing to
help make things happen, such as
those who have built Shady Grove
and Split Rock.

141.Harness opportunities to attract
sports tourism with regionai-level
indoor facilities.

142.Censider solar power for
recreation facilities.




BIG IDEAS FOR SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENTS

143.Develop space for a local market.

144, Implement a Town transportation
system for those without cars.

145, Consider a craft brewery near trails
(Villa Madonna or Steele-Kenneay).

146.Consider closing streets for Sunday
cycling, similar to Ottawa.

147.Create mare spaces and events
that are fun and family-friendly.

148.Install field games, such as
tethernall, at Rothesay Commaon,

149. Consider a canteen at the
Commen.

150. Develop programming for
stargazing, senior nature walks and
exercise classes.

151.Program more fun nights at
Rothesay Common: chalk, skate,
sports, Halloween parade.

152.Consider adding more street lights
to increase safety for nighttime
walking.

153.Explore a performance stage at
Wells to showcase local performing
artists.

154, Provide more flexible drop-
in active living opportunities
for adults to foster a sense of
community.

155. Provide online trail maps.

156.Preserve the Common and
Kingshurst as passive green
spaces.

157.Develop women's cycling day/
events.

158. Increase program offerings for
young children to meet demand.

159. Consider washroom facilities on
trails.

160.Ensure a future intergenerational
centre is close to schoels and
seniars, making it walkable for as
many people as possible, creating
a trie community centre,

.Consider organizing more cultural
events like holiday festivals,
Chinese New Year, Lusofonia
Portuguese festival, etc,

.Explore creating a weilness center
with programming covering all
aspects of health.

.Develop aging-in-place
housing with nearby recreation
opportunities.

COMSULTATION AND-CONCEPTS




BIG IDEAS FOR EMERGING FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS

164.Consider an inflatable obstacle
course for the river for special
events.

165. Explore horseback riding assets
like a cross-country riding area,

and access to beaches and trails.

166, Consider the development of a
curling facility.

167.Consider adding a disc golf course.

168. Consider introducing sports like
foot volleyball, beach volleyball,
and beach tennis.

169. Consider adding a cheerleading
program.

170.Consider hosting an indoor roller
skate rink night.

177.Make Rothesay a premier
destination for power boating with
restaurants, bars, and amenities
along the river.

172.Consider adding a paintball facility.

173.Devetop a fishing club.

174 Develop an indoor or outdoor
skatepark with lighting,

175.Create an indoor playground.

176.Install a volleyball court at the
Commaon.

177.Install tetherball at Wells.
178. Develop more tracks for running.

179. Consider developing a campsite
area, including an cutdoor movie
theatre.

Include archery, badminton, rock
climbing, and a walking track in a
new recreation facility.

.Consider the construction of a
large pier on the water with a
restaurant.

_Establish more shops and cafes on
the Comman.

Implement a hop-cn-hop-off tour,
including cutdeer movies, sleign
rides, and horse and buggy rides.

.Provide programming for fencing,
lacrosse, rughby, field hackey, roller
skating, martial arts, and ringette.

Increase programming for dog
owners, including agility training
and off-leash parks and trails.




BIG IDEAS FOR ENHANCING RECREATION AMENITIES

186.Install more garbage cans at Arthur

Miller Fields.

187.Improve family-friendly parking
near the Common and at Wells.

188.Enhance the soccer field at KPES.

189.Add backboard squares to the
basketball nets at the Common.

190. Improve the K-Park rink with
rubber mats, washrooms, new
boards, netting, and:Zamboni.

191.Explore the option of the Town
maintaining the K-Park rink,

192.Improve the basketball court and
install 10" high basketball nets at
KPES.

193.Upgrade the playground at Wells.

194. Consider/adding benches, bigger
fences, a scoreboard, and lights at
Arthur Miller Fields.

195, Install new nets at Wells soccer
field.

196. Enhance the maintenance of
washrooms at Wells.

197.Replace metal toilets at the
Commoaon.

198.Increase space for putting on
skates at the Common.

199.Consider adding soccer nets to
open spaces at the Common.

200.Enhance the maintenance of
sports fields.

201.Improve access to ice fishing with
stairs or a ramp from Renforth
Wharf.

202. Implement regular clearing of
goose waste.

203.Consider the remova! of seaweed
inside the roped area at Renforth
Beach.

204.Improve grading and drainage at
Bicentennial Field.

205.

206.

207.

Enhance grooming for cross-
country trails.

Increase lighting at Wells
basketball courts.

Enforce leash regulations for dogs
on trails.

.Educate residents about

responsible dog waste cleanup and
increase the number of pet waste
dispensers and trash cans.

.Educate walkers and skiers about

sharing groomed winter trails.

.Ensure playgrounds are accessible

for all children, well-lit, safe and
maintained.

.Provide shade at the Common

sandbox.

.Consider rental lockers at local

beaches to store paddleboards,
beach toys, etc.

CONSULTATION AND CONCEPTS
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