
 

Becoming Mrs. Lewis, by Patti Callahan 

About the Author: Patti Callahan (who also writes as Patti Callahan Henry) is a 

New York Times bestselling author. Patti was a finalist in the Townsend Prize for 

Fiction, has been an Indie Next Pick, twice an OKRA pick, and a multiple nominee 

for the Southern Independent Booksellers Alliance (SIBA) Novel of the Year. Her 

work has also been included in short story collections, anthologies, magazines and 

blogs. Patti attended Auburn University for her undergraduate work, and Georgia 

State University for her graduate degree. Once a Pediatric Clinical Nurse 

Specialist, she now writes full time. The mother of three children, she lives in both 

Mountain Brook, Alabama and Bluffton, South Carolina with her husband. 

To help kick-off discussion, here are 10 discussion questions to get started 

provided by the Publisher. Members can take turns reading the question aloud.  

1. Joy’s early life was fraught with sickness and rigid family expectations. How did 

these years shape her love life moving forward? How did these early years 

influence her newfound friendship with Jack? How did she overcome them to love? 

2. When Joy’s cousin, Renee moved into the house with her two young children, 

things began to change. Have you sheltered family members in a time of need, and 

how did that change your family dynamics? What were your first reactions to 

Renee moving in? 

3. Joy’s heartbreak at Bill’s announcement that he and Renee were in love was 

painful. Do you believe it was because she loved Bill? Felt betrayed? That Renee 

was the “comparison” used all of her life and now that memory surged forward 

from childhood? Have you ever been in a similar circumstance where old 

heartbreak was relived in a new form? 

4. Joy expressed distress about how some of Jack’s friends didn’t approve of her or 

appear to like her. Why do you think this was true? How did this affect their 

friendship? 

5. Many of Jack and Joy’s friends talk about their intellectual compatibility, of Joy’s 

ability to keep up with Jack and how they both had incredible photographic 

memories. Did this bring them together? Did this help love grow? How? 



 

6. Joy made tough decisions about moving to England and taking her sons from 

their father. How did this affect Davy and Douglas? What do you believe she could 

she have done differently? 

7. Bill fought to have his sons return to America as Joy appeared to be on her 

deathbed. Jack wrote a scathing letter and forbid it. How did this change the boys’ 

lives from that point on? 

8. One of the most heartbreaking scenes in the novel is when Joy discovers she has 

terminal cancer at the same time that Jack admits his true love and desire to marry 

her. How does this affect her recovery? How does this eros change what happens 

next? 

9. Joy wonders about Jack’s relationship with both Janie Moore and Ruth Pitter. 

How did his relationships with these women affect his heart and love for Joy? Was 

Joy jealous or curious? How did it affect her view of him and their relationship? 

10. What part of this story touched you the most? What part of this story changed 

you the most? 

B) Book questions and discussion from Book Club Members. 

C) Discussion and choosing of the next book to read (by popular vote).  

Here are 4 of the most popular books with availability from the Public Library: 

Title: Something to Hide 

Author: Elizabeth George 

Pages: 691 

Call Number:  F GEO 

Abstract: When a police detective is taken off life support after 

falling into a coma, only an autopsy reveals the murderous act that 

precipitated her death. She'd been working on a special task force 

within North London's Nigerian community, and Acting Detective Superintendent 

Thomas Lynley is assigned to the case, which has far-reaching cultural associations 

that have nothing to do with life as he knows it. In his pursuit of a killer determined 

to remain hidden, he's assisted by Detective Sergeants Barbara Havers and 

Winston Nkata. They must sort through the lies and the secret lives of people 

whose superficial cooperation masks the damage they do to one another. 



 

Title: A Slow Fire Burning 

Author: Paula Hawkins 

Pages: 306 

Call Number:  F HAW 

Abstract: Years ago someone lit a match... Laura has spent most of 

her life being judged. She's seen as hot-tempered, troubled, a loner. 

Some even call her dangerous. Miriam knows that just because 

Laura is witnessed leaving the scene of a horrific murder with blood on her clothes 

doesn't mean Laura is a killer. Bitter experience has taught her how easy it is to get 

caught in the wrong place at the wrong time. Carla is reeling from the brutal 

murder of her nephew. She trusts no one and no thing: good people are capable of 

terrible deeds. But how far will she go to find peace? Innocent or guilty, everyone is 

carrying damage. Some are damaged enough to kill. Look what you started. 

 

 

Title: Flying Angels 

Author: Danielle Steel 

Pages: 266 

Call Number:  F STE 

Abstract: Audrey Parker's life changes forever when Pearl Harbor is 

attacked on December 7, 1941. Her brother, a talented young Navy 

pilot, had been stationed there. Fresh out of nursing school with a 

passion and a born gift for helping others, both Audrey and her friend Lizzie 

suddenly find their nation on the brink of war. Driven to do whatever they can to 

serve, they enlist in the Army and embark on a new adventure as flight nurses. 

Risking their lives on perilous missions, they join the elite Medical Air Evacuation 

Transport Squadron and fly into enemy territory almost daily to rescue wounded 

soldiers from the battlefield. 

  



 

Title: Game On : Tempting Twenty-Eight 

Author: Janet Evanovich 

Pages: 286 

Call Number:  F EVA 

Abstract: When Stephanie Plum is woken up in the middle of the 

night by the sound of footsteps in her apartment, she wishes she 

didn't keep her gun in the cookie jar in her kitchen. And when she 

finds out the intruder is fellow apprehension agent Diesel, six feet of hard muscle 

and bad attitude who she hasn't seen in more than two years, she still thinks the 

gun might come in handy. Turns out Diesel and Stephanie are on the trail of the 

same fugitive: Oswald Wednesday, an international computer hacker as brilliant as 

he is ruthless. Unsure if Diesel is her partner or her competition in this case, she'll 

need to watch her back every step of the way as she sets the stage to draw 

Wednesday out from behind his computer and into the real world. 

D) Date of next meeting: Thursday May 26, 2022, at 1:30PM. 






