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Figure 3.4
Site Photos

1. Deep peat deposits exist in many
areas of wetland. 48” soil auger is

inserted to approx 38” at this location.

2. Small isolated wetland, bounded by
access road (upper left), upland forest
(upper right) and fill pad (bottom).
Vegetation dominated by T. /atifolia.

3. Much of the wetland boundary abuts
developments such as fill pads, and
roads. Typical treed swamp vegetation

domininated by T. occidentalis visible at
right.

4. Typical upland vegetation near
sample point U-1, comprised chiefly of
P. mariana, T. occidentalis and Abies
balsamea with sparse understory
vegetation.













Table 4.2: Summary of Rapid Assessment of Wetland Functions — Oakville Acres

Key Category Comments
Possession of special features Pending Plant Survey; stream is considered by DFO as fish
habitat.
Vegetation diversity Moderate level of vegetation diversity as a result of the

stream, otherwise wetland is typical of other nearby wetlands
in regard to being a cedar swamp.

Wildlife and fish habitat The wetland and surrounding 30 m upland buffer is severely
compromised by encroachment from development. Over 50%
of the buffer is developed by commercial, residential and
highway development. The small size of the remaining
wetland (1.74 ha) is insufficient for larger mammals such as
moose; there may be some refuge for smaller mammals, birds.

Flood and stormwater The wetland provides stormwater attenuation and reduces

storage/attenuation flooding.

Water quality protection The wetland provides water quality protection through
filtration using vegetative cover.

Shoreline protection N/A

Groundwater recharge and Although the wetland is at the bottom of a large slope and

discharge receives mainly surface water runoff, there may be potential

for groundwater discharge.

The subject wetland comprises only 0.88% of the catchment area and is best described as beingin a
throughflow, lotic position within the landscape. The wetland, which served at one time to buffer
the downstream area from flooding, was undoubtedly larger in size. Now the wetland’s ability to
control flooding has been compromised due to development. Not disregarding the plant survey (to
be conducted during the growing season) and the potential for the wetland to house species of
concern, the main function of the remaining wetland area is providing stormwater attenuation. This
is of particular importance given that much of the surrounding landscape has been developed as
impervious surfaces (parking lots, large roof areas, roads and rooftops). The small stream that
bisects the remaining wetland is considered by DFO to be fish habitat. This stream is taxed during
surface water runoff events, as is evident by the overtopping of its banks and presumably will only
get worse as this type of development continues.
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